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There were 146 survey responses. The majority of respondents (86)  
attended FAN meetings in Cardiff and people attend FAN meetings in Barry, 
Bridgend, Llanelli, Newport, Swansea and Usk in South Wales and 
Huntingdon and St Neots in England.  Over three quarters of people attend 
FAN weekly. 



Initial contact with FAN is most successful from another person – a 
friend or personal referral such as a teacher, Job Centre worker or 
library staff. We must continue to share the opportunities in FAN with 
as many helping agencies as possible.  



While people attend FAN at all ages, over two thirds of attendees are 
55 and over.  This reflects the fact that most FAN groups take place 
during traditional work hours.  



Over 40 of FAN attendees are from Europe (12%) and the rest of the 
World (29%). The remainder are from the UK.  Over the years FAN 
has grown in less diverse areas and greater numbers of older local 
people have come and enjoyed the groups. 



While over 65% reported that English is their first language, FAN participants 
also speak Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Bangladeshi, Bengali, Bulgarian, 
Cantonese, Farsi, German, Gujerati, Hungarian, Kurdish, Malaysian, 
Mandarin, Nuer, Polish, Portugese, Punjabi, Russian, Somali, Spanish, 
Swahili, Turkish, Urdu, Yoruba, Zaghawa.   



People attend FAN to meet new people and make friends, and 
English learners come to improve their skills.  By attending they 
benefit in other ways…   



What are the benefits of coming to FAN?  For English learners, 42 respondents note 
their English has improved.  For the whole FAN community, the most common of 
these are ‘understanding about other people’s cultures’ and ‘making new friends’; 
coming to FAN contributes to ‘my sense of wellbeing’ and participants  ‘feel more 
confident’ and ‘feel less lonely’ and are more active in their community. 




